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 Fellowship Groups 
 

“Lessons from the life of David” 
   Doing Right Things the Wrong Way 
   Speaker: Bruno Morel 

 
LINKS: 
 
This week’s sermon: 
https://markhambiblecha
pel.app.box.com/v/serm
ons 
 
Resources Link: 
https://mbc.churchcente
ronline.com/groups/fello
wship-groups 

 

 

What does it say?: Read 2 Samuel 6:1-7 

 

 Ark of the Covenant Forgotten & Stored in a Private Home 
 

 Interest Revived with David as King and enquiries are made about the Ark. (1 
Chronicles 13:1-4, 2 Sam 6:4) 

 

 The Ark is Brought Forth among the Multitudes 
 

 Uzzah suffers a grave fate 
. 
 
 

What does it mean?  

 
1. Compare God’s instructions with David’s actions: Num. 4:15 v. 2 Sam 6:3 

- The high priest was to cover the ark of the covenant with a veil and the sons of Kohath 
(Levite priests) were to carry the ark on their shoulders using staves (poles) (Num. 4:15). 
Instead, it was carried on a cart like a common object (v3) and in similar fashion to the 
Philistines when it was captured (1 Sam 5) and by unauthorized people. 

- Even those authorized to carry the ark (Levite priests) were never to touch any holy thing… 
lest they die. 

- If David had made proper preparations for the priests to carry the ark with the staves on their 
shoulders, Uzzah would not have been in the position he was. 

 
2. It is reasonable to assume that Uzzah’s intentions were good? What does this teach us 

when comparing our good intentions vs. God’s approval? 

- Uzzah may have had very good intentions to save the ark from falling, but God’s instruction in 
Num 4:15 was an unconditional statement that disobedience would result in death. 

- Sincerity and good intentions does not always guarantee God’s approval. God’s clear 
instructions and His revealed will always takes priority over our best intentions. 
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3. “The end justifies the means” is a common phrase. Is this God’s wisdom or worldly wisdom? 

- God often (as was the case in this story) cares about the ‘means’ just as much as the ‘end’ 

- There may be consequences with the methods/actions you choose (even if your goal is good) 
 
4. Why did God act so severely? What about God’s grace? 

- God’s holiness (His presence was associated with the ark) was violated with sinful, unclean, 
impure hands. Uzzah’s death was just as much a natural consequence of encountering God’s 
utter purity as it was a punitive penalty for disobeying. 

- This occurred during the Dispensation of Law, not the current Dispensation of Grace (though 
He is the same God… holy and gracious). Remember the temple veil was only torn open 
after the death of Christ on the cross. 

- Grace doesn’t necessarily remove sin’s consequences. (Example: Moses forbidden from 
entering Canaan because of sin). This is still true during the Dispensation of Grace (see 1 
Cor 11:30). 

- The ark, not only God’s dwelling place amongst His people, also spoke of the Lord Jesus and 
the Gospel in an important picture. 

The Ark & the Lord Jesus Christ: Dig Deeper 
 
Discuss how we see the Lord Jesus pictured in the Ark of the Covenant: 
 
The Mercy Seat:  

- A visible reminder of God’s divine presence and His gracious provision for unholy humans to 
approach a holy God. 

- Israel’s sin separated them from a holy God. God loved His people, but His wrath was against 
their sin. 

- Animal blood was sprinkled once a year for the sin of God’s people (allowing God, in His 
forbearance, to pass over the sins they committed) 

- Now, the Lord sees believers–not condemned in our sin, but justified “in Christ!” 
 
The 10 Commandment Tablets: 

- A representative sample of the Law of God. It emphasized God’s holiness and righteousness. 

- For us, the Law is the knowledge of our own sin. However, Jesus came in His perfect 
righteousness and fulfilled the Law. 

- Romans 3:21-22 “But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in  

Pot of Manna: 
 
 
 
 
 
Aaron’s rod that budded: 
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How can I apply this to my life?  

 

1. David had good intentions when he wanted to return the ark to a place of prominence, but 

went about it the wrong way, and there were consequences. Read 1 Cor 3:9-15. Discuss how 

this problem can manifest itself in the lives of NT believers. 

- We are fellow workers, building for God… but each one must take heed how they build 

- Even if we don’t suffer immediate consequences for improper works, we will suffer eternal 
consequences (loss of reward) at the Judgement Seat of Christ. 
 

2. Does God mean for us to take what He says seriously? Fill in the following statements about 

obedience to God: 

 

Jesus C         us to obedience - John 14:15 

Obedience is an A    OF  W            - Romans 12:1 

God R                 Obedience - Exodus 19:5, Luke 11:28 

Obedience to God P            OUR L       2 John 6 

Obedience to God D                              our faith - 1John 2:3-6 

Obedience is B                  THAN S                    - 1 Sam 15:22-23 

Disobedience leads to S       AND D            - 1 Cor 15:22 

 

3. Some Christians have good intentions to spread the gospel, but are not careful about what 

they present and how they are presenting it. What are some dangers of being too “casual” with 

the gospel, and how can we present the gospel as an ‘urgent’ message in 2017  

(2 Corinthians 5:20)? 


